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CULTIVATE REVIVAL
BIBLE STUDY SERIES

A Bible study series designed
to cultivate revival
and to grow stronger, together.

Peter Mark Vukovich was born and raised in
Goshen, IN in a good Christian home. Growing
up he never truly understood the Gospel and in-
tentionally never got baptized because he truly
didn’t believe in God. It wasn't until after col-
lege that he was saved. His life with Christ has
been an amazing ride, from being involved in
leading young adult ministries and outreaches,
to also running a business. His aim is to make
Christ the focus in everything he does.










And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles,

second prophets, third teachers...
1 CORINTHIANS 12:28

I want you to imagine a world where no one taught you anything. You grew up with your
parents never guiding or instructing you. They never taught you how to read, write or
talk. No one taught you how to ride a bike. You went to school and the teacher just handed
you an assignment at the beginning of class, without any lesson to show you how to do it.
You joined a sport, and the coach gave you a play to run that youd never seen. You go to
get your license, and the driving instructor gives you a list of things to complete that youd
never been taught before. You graduate high school and get a job where there’s no training.
Does this world sound absolutely ridiculous to you?

What if you lived in this world where you had to learn everything on your own without

a teacher’s help? How would you learn? How efficient would that be? How impactful is
teaching in someone’s life? How does God’s Word talk about teaching? Thankfully we have
God’s word to share about teaching.

Teaching is a large topic that can be broken down into different areas. I would divide
teaching into two categories. First you have what most of you think of with teachers, that
would be pastors or leaders in your church who preach every Sunday, lead bible studies,
and small groups. They have a title or role that clearly outlines them as a teacher. The sec-
ond category is everyone else. You could be a teacher in the aspect of teaching a younger
sibling, being the captain on a sports team, being the most experienced person at your job,
or having experience in something that someone is looking for advice on. Let’s start with
the office of a teacher. Scripture outlines in Romans 12 that the Holy Spirit gives different



gifts to every believer (serving, giving, encouraging, mercy, prophesying, leadership, and
teaching). First let’s recognize these are gifts given from God through the Spirit. You can-
not take pride in them just like you cannot take pride in a gift that’s given to you on your
birthday. In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul writes how the office of a teacher is also established
when saying “And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers.”

Now let’s talk about teaching outside of the official office of teaching, which 99% of Chris-
tians are in. In the great commission in Matthew 28, Jesus
commissions ALL believers to go and make disciples. And a

The great commis- new disciple will naturally find and make another disciple,

sion clearly expects once they adopt the great commission as well. Our church

teaching to be done recently changed our mission statement to, “We exist to

by every believer. Glorify God by making disciples who MAKE disciples.” The
great commission clearly expects teaching to be done by

every believer.

I've found while talking to Christians who haven’t stepped into the role of teaching, there
are normally just a couple things holding them back. The lie that they have nothing to
teach someone, or they don’t have the ability to teach someone. Would Jesus really com-
mand all believers to disciple and teach others if that were true? Of course not. I have a
friend at church who is new in his walk with God, so I encouraged him to teach the 3rd
grade Sunday school class. He accepted the challenge and it’s going wonderfully. And the
kids absolutely love him!

There is an aspect of learning to teach others. One verse I am reminded of is James 1:5 that
says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God who gives generously without reproach,
and it will be given to him.” God is a giver of good gifts to His children, and He will give



you wisdom if you ask. So, if you struggle thinking you don’t have wisdom to teach others,
ask God! Another verse I am reminded of is 2 Timothy 3:16 which says, “All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteous-
ness.” To be able to teach you must know. Being led by the Spirit and spending time in
God’s word and prayer is needed to be able to teach others.

A story I'll never forget is when I was leading a young adult
group, and I was trying to raise up new leaders to help them

row in their ability and confidence in teaching. There was
5 Y 8 To be able to teach

one guy in our group who I had so much respect for. He
you must know.

lived a very God honoring life and had such a humble spirit.
His character was great, and I saw the potential in him to be
a great teacher for one of our studies. So, I approached him
and asked if hed be willing to teach one night. He strongly
turned it down saying, “I don’t know how to teach.” To which I responded, “What’s some-
thing that you have a lot of experience in that you're also passionate about?” He responded
and said “Fishing.” So, I asked him, “Would you be able to teach me about fishing?” and

he said, “Yeah of course I could teach you about fishing.” I then told him “Well if you can
teach someone how to fish, you can also teach someone about God.” Today that same guy
is now leading a small group at his church and is an amazing leader. And if you would have
told him that hed eventually be teaching and leading a group, he would have said “No

»

way.

So, my invitation to you is to take a step of faith and teach. There’s always someone that
you can impart the wisdom and experiences God has given you.



THIS WEEK'S QUESTIONS

Do you struggle with thinking about yourself as a teacher?

What are the first reasons that come to your mind when thinking about why you

don’t consider yourself able to teach? Are those Godly reasons?

Where in a church or local ministry is a place where you could teach someone
that is younger or less experienced in their walk with God?










Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great
among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first

among you, let him be your slave— just as the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.

MATTHEW 20:26-18

In college I had a marketing professor named Anurag. He was known in the business
school for being a professor that had extremely high expectations and demands for his
students. I remember hearing about students who would intentionally sign up for the same
class, but with a different professor because they didn’t want to be challenged by Anurag’s
teaching. My junior year I had my first marketing class with Anurag. And he did have some
of the absolute highest standards of any professor I'd ever had. He would make up his own
quiz questions, instead of using the textbook questions to ensure we couldn’t cheat and
look up the answers online. He also had us do presentations with multiple reviews before
presenting, where we'd have to make adjustments for our final presentation. I was serious-
ly doing 2x-3x the amount of work for the same amount of class work and presentations
versus other business classes.

At the end of the semester, I finished the class basically limping out with a barely passing
grade despite all the effort I put in. I put in the most effort I had ever put into any class,
while receiving one of the lowest grades for a class in all my college career. Throughout the
rest of my business degree, I would intentionally sign up for Anurag’s classes to make sure
I got in them. Why would someone ever do this? Why would I intentionally sign up for a
class that is going to work you 3x as hard for a grade that will drag down your GPA? Why
would I intentionally follow Anurage as a leader again? I'll tell you why, because Anurag
was a professor that cared more about his students than any other professor I ever had. He
would stay at the school until 10pm on most school nights answering questions for stu-
dents until no more questions would be asked. Anurag displayed leadership from carrying
out the same level of commitment for himself, that he expected for us from the class. All



the changes he was making with creating his own quizzes, tests, and projects only made
MORE work for himself with grading. And he did this because he was a teacher and a lead-
er that cared so much about his students. And he wanted to lead by example and impart
that in all his students. And Anurag was able to get more effort out of us as students, versus
any other professor ever had, because of his care, humility, love, and ultimately his leader-
ship for us as students.

God’s Word thankfully gives a clear outline of leadership through the ultimate leader in
our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus led by example. Let’s investigate Jesus’ life and the leader He
was. A verse that I love and reflect on often is Matthew 20:26-28, “Whoever wants to be-
come great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your
slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many. Jesus modeled leadership by putting others before Himself We see
in Jesus’ life He didn’t take any of the possible benefits that a king could take. Jesus spent
time with the tax collectors, the poor, and the needy. He didn’t have a royal palace where
He would live in luxury while His people all lived below
Him. Jesus also cared so deeply for His people. So deeply,

You can only take that He was willing to sacrifice His life to save them. And

someone as far as
you’'ve gone
yourself.

Jesus created a following because of the way He lived His
life and how His disciples respected Him as their leader. So
much so that almost all His disciples were martyred and
died worse than Jesus Himself If you have the gift of leader-
ship or are desiring to lead others, it all starts with modeling
what Christ has shown us. You can only take someone as far
as you've gone yourself. You must have servant minded leadership that starts with a care
and love for the people you're leading. You must have character that people respect and
want to follow.



I remember when I was playing tennis in high school, I was an underclassman and during
summer we had workouts twice a day. Throughout that grueling month-long process, our
coaches worked us like dogs. The Seniors would always be leading and encouraging the
whole team throughout the entire workout. At the end of the summer our season started,
and our head coach gave all the players a ballot to vote for their two captains that wed like
to lead us. There were many seniors to choose from. But why did almost every player pick
the same two captains? It was because they led us from a place of servanthood and care
for us. Those two captains everyone voted for worked the absolute hardest during summer
workouts. They showed up early and stayed late. They truly cared for all the players.

With leadership, it is a gifting and calling for all within the Body of Christ. You can always
lead from a place of servanthood in any environment you're in. Leadership is never meant
to be a gift or skill that is only occupied by a few. Just like I

was a young underclassman following in the footsteps of my

captains, I eventually grew up and then was a leader myself We should always
when I was voted as a captain my senior year. And this is be desiring to be
exactly how the body of Christ works too. led by g00 d leaders

who will push and

We should always be desiring to be led by good leaders who stretch us.

will push and stretch us. And we should not be like the stu-

dents at my college who would try to avoid development by

avoiding teachers like Anurag for the sake of comfort. When the time comes, we need to be
ready to take the place of retiring leaders, and lead and stretch others in pointing people to
live a Christ centered life.



THIS WEEK'S QUESTIONS

Are you willing to submit to a leader who diligently pushes and stretches you to be
closer to Christ?

Who is a leader you look up to and respect? What qualities do they have?

What about Jesus do you love and respect about the way He led?

In what areas do you see you would need to grow to be a great leader?

Are there any leadership classes you can join or are there leaders you can asked to

be mentored by?
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If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God,
who gives to all liberally and without reproach,

and it will be given to him.
JAMES 1:5

Last year I had an opportunity presented to me to buy a local business that was being
sold. I was so excited, I anxiously awaited to get the financial report to look through the
business’ financials. After a few days I got access to their financials and read through them
immediately. I then started to speak with my banker to talk about financing. I also reached
out to business mentors of mine to get their insight. It seemingly was a green light as I con-
tinued to walk through the process. People would give me advice like, “If God isn’t closing
the door, then keep walking through it” And I selfishly liked hearing that kind of advice,
despite having an uneasiness about the whole idea of buying this business. I continued to
press through the uneasiness despite not having full peace and confirmation that it was
from God. For the next couple weeks, I continued to press through different stages of the
buying process. I got to the point of making a formal offer for the business.

Thankfully by God’s grace they received a higher offer from another buyer and accepted it.
After the deal was off the table, I started to reflect on the entire process. I thought through
how I never felt at peace throughout the process. After I was removed from the situation,

I felt so much peace knowing the business deal was not going to go through. Why did I
have so much peace now? Why did I not have peace during the buying process? Did I not
discern God’s will for my life correctly by pursuing this business deal? I think these are all
questions we ask ourselves when faced with opportunities on the road of life.

How do we discern what God’s will is in these decisions? I came away with a few key
principles which I will share with you. Through my experience in discerning to buy that
business, I've come up with a few steps to help discern when making decisions. The first



step in discernment is to go to God in prayer. I like to pray Psalm 139, “Search me O God
and know my heart, Try me and know my thoughts.” What does this do? This puts me in
heart posture of submitting myself to God’s will, and to be able to truly listen, and open
myself to God’s leading. This is very important because God’s word says in Isaiah 55 that
“God’s ways are higher than our ways, and his thoughts are higher than our thoughts.” We
can know that God understands what’s truly best for us. The next step that I take is to then
ask God for help in discerning what to do. I love the verse James 1:5, “If any of you lacks
wisdom let him ask God who gives generously without
reproach.” And 1 Kings 3:9, “Give your servant there-
God is a good God that fore an understanding mind to govern your people, that
loves to help and guide I may be able to discern between good and evil” God is
His children. a good God that loves to help and guide His children.
I believe He is delighted when we truly seek Him for
guidance.

Next, as I'm now ready to start discerning what to do with a decision, I always go to God’s
Word. It’s the absolute and highest degree, because it is exactly God’s Word. Breathed by
Him through the Holy Spirit and written down by man. We see this truth in scripture that
God’s Word is living and active and gives us discernment. As you're thinking through a
decision, if scripture can answer it as a clear way of handling a situation, then stop, and
obey. Case closed. Many times, though the decision that we’re discerning through is often
not a sin issue, but a wisdom issue. It’s something that is not clearly outlined in scripture.

The next step in discernment is to know God’s Word, and ultimately God’s heart. You'll
find many principles and truths as you grow in your understanding of God and His char-
acter. Like in Philippians 2 where Paul says, “Do NOTHING from a place of selfish am-
bition.” Then ask yourself, is there a level of selfish ambition for me in the direction I'm
wanting to go? You can also think about the parable of the talents and see if the decision



you're making is really using the gifts God has given you for the Glory of God. I also love
the verse in Isaiah 26:3, “You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you,
because he trusts in you.” I love this because it says, “Stayed on you.” If you keep your focus
on the Lord, you will be at peace. If you have unrest, tension, and anxiety, then that is like-
ly not of the Lord.

The last question I like to ask myself when discerning God’s

will is to respond as if someone asked me, “Why are you
If you have unrest,

going to do this?” And your answer will normally go one : ,
tension, and anxiety,

of two ways. The first way is you'll start listing off all the -
benefits and then end with, “And I think God wants me to then that is like ly
do it It seems like when we start off the answer this way, not of the Lord.
it’s because we're trying to justify that decision to seem like

God’s will. Versus the 2nd response when someone would

ask “Why are you doing it?” Having peace and confidence and belief saying, “I'm doing
this because I believe this is what God is calling me to do.” The order is so important. One
way we slap together some reasons for why itd be good, and we think about all the ways
we could use it for the Kingdom of God. The other option is God calling us to do it.

The last piece of advice that I have is from a magnet that my mom has on her fridge. It
states, “God’s voice leads you; Satan’s voice pushes you. God’s voice stills you; Satan’s voice
frightens you. God’s voice reassures you; Satan’s voice rushes you. God’s voice enlightens
you; Satan’s voice confuses you. God’s voice convicts you; Satan’s voice discourages you.
God’s voice calms you; Satan’s voice worries you. God’s voice comforts you; Satan’s voice
stresses you. God’s voice encourages you; Satan’s voice condemns you.” As you grow in
your walk with the Lord, you'll find that it’s easier and easier to be able to discern what the
will of God is in your life.



As I think about discernment, I think about a time when I was in a group and I heard
someone start speaking about a very close friend of mine who was not present. As this per-
son began to speak, and “repeat”, what he claimed my friend said, I remember thinking,
“That does not sound like something my friend would say.” I went to my close friend and
asked him if what I heard was true. To which he replied, “That is not what I said!” How
did I have a gut feeling that my friend didn’t say what he was accused of? Because I knew
my friend so well and understood his heart, I was certain he would not say something

like that. As we grow closer with God and understand His character, we will start to truly
KNOW Him. We can discern quicker and quicker what decisions He would want us to
make. It is through that lens; we can then better discern God’s will in every area of our life.

As we grow closer with God and understand
His character, we will start to truly KNOW Him.
We can discern quicker and quicker what
decisions He would want us to make.



THIS WEEK'S QUESTIONS

What do you think about my process for discernment? Is there anything you'd
change or add for yourself?

What aspects of God’s voice versus Satan’s voice do you see in the times while

trying to discern through a difficult decision?

Do you truly believe that “God’s ways and thoughts are higher than our own?” Do

you trust His leading and guiding?
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Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
and comes down from the Father of lights,

with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.
JAMES 1:17

In February 2025 my Dad passed away. To only be 28 years old and burying your dad is
something that I never thought I'd be doing. My dad was a man of God who loved the
Lord with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength. At his funeral I said a few words about
his life and the legacy that he leaves behind. I also prayed and thought through what the
last message would be that he'd want shared. I prayed and meditated, and so clearly it was
to talk about regrets. But not the regrets youd often think about. The regrets that you never
hear anyone say. Have you ever heard someone say, “I regret spending too much time with
God today” Or “I wish I would have prayed less today.” I personally never have! And that
must mean that is a very worthy use of your time if you've never heard someone say they
regretted it. As I tie all three of these topics together, I want you to think about it from this
perspective, what would my life look like if I don’t fully embrace the giftings of Discern-
ment, Leadership, and Teaching? How would my life look?

What do we do now that we know about these three giftings
that are outlined in Scripture? What is the takeaway and ap-
plication? I want to first and foremost hammer down again, God wants us

that these are all giftings from God that He gives us. They to bear fruit and

walk in the giftings

amazing decision making or teaching ability. We can only th ?t th e Holy
deflect the praise and glorify God, by recognizing He is the Spirit gives us.
one who graciously gives us these gifts.

are free gifts that God gives us so we cannot boast in them.
We cannot take pride when people compliment us on our



I also would emphasize that God in His grace will still give you giftings even if you don’t
give Him glory. I believe when we don’t give Him the appropriate praise and honor He de-
serves that it does not make Him smile. Do you believe that “Every good gift comes from
above,” like it states in James 1:177? It’s a truth I unfortunately just started to truly under-
stand and believe. I knew about that truth for many years, but recently, I fully understood
and believed it.

I want to emphasize that God wants us to bear fruit
and walk in the giftings that the Holy Spirit gives us. I

Gifts are for encourag- would challenge you to pray diligently for God to grow

ing and strengthening
the body of Christ and
for reaching the

you in all three of these giftings. That you would be a
fuller disciple of Jesus Christ, making an even larger
impact in the Kingdom of God. Because that’s ultimate-
ly what these gifts are for. They are for encouraging and
unbeliever. strengthening the body of Christ and for reaching the
unbeliever.

As I wrap up these lessons, I would like to share the most important life lesson I wished

I applied sooner. For years I heard amazing Godly people share it, yet I never applied it.
That lesson is to spend time with God every day. It’s something I never would do consis-
tently. I would miss a day here and there and think when I laid my head on the pillow at
night, “Oh, I didn’t spend time in prayer or God’s Word today.” Through God’s grace I did
a study where we read every day a chapter of Proverbs. And it radically changed my life.
And now for about 9 months I spend time with God every day at night. I journal every day
and read at least a chapter a day.

As I write about these giftings from God and others write about the other giftings that God
gives us, don’t forget about the Giver. Don’t seek the giftings without seeking the Giver.



God desires with all his Heart to know you and spend time with you every day. It may start
as a habit, but I promise you it will quickly turn into something that you won’t be able to
go without. My prayer is these four lessons touch your heart, and God uses them grow you
in your walk with Christ. Being a brighter light for His glory and representation. It’s been
my pleasure to write these, and I hope to meet you one day.

With Love,
Peter Mark Vukovich.

Don’t forget about the Giver.
Don’t seek the giftings without seeking the Giver.



THIS WEEK'S QUESTIONS

What have been your biggest takeaways from these 4 lessons?

What practical steps are you going to implement to act on the things you learned

and found important?

Who is someone you look up too that possesses these gifts that you could ask to
mentor you?







